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(ii) Where an evaluation is based only
on price and past performance, make
an award based on whether the lowest
priced of the quotations or offers hav-
ing the highest past performance rat-
ing possible represents the best value
when compared to any lower priced
quotation or offer.

13.106–3 Award and documentation.
(a) Basis for award. Before making

award, the contracting officer shall de-
termine that the proposed price is fair
and reasonable.

(1) Whenever possible, base price rea-
sonableness on competitive quotations
or offers.

(2) If only one response is received,
include a statement of price reason-
ableness in the contract file. The state-
ment may be based on—

(i) Market research;
(ii) Comparison of the proposed price

with prices found reasonable on pre-
vious purchases;

(iii) Current price lists, catalogs, or
advertisements;

(iv) A comparison with similar items
in a related industry;

(v) Value analysis;
(vi) The contracting officer’s per-

sonal knowledge of the item being pur-
chased;

(vii) Comparison to an independent
Government estimate; or

(viii) Any other reasonable basis.
(3) Occasionally an item can be ob-

tained only from a supplier that quotes
a minimum order price or quantity
that either unreasonably exceeds stat-
ed quantity requirements or results in
an unreasonable price for the quantity
required. In these instances, the con-
tracting officer should inform the re-
quiring activity of all facts regarding
the quotation or offer and ask it to
confirm or alter its requirement. The
file shall be documented to support the
final action taken.

(b) File documentation and retention.
Keep documentation to a minimum.
Purchasing offices shall retain data
supporting purchases (paper or elec-
tronic) to the minimum extent and du-
ration necessary for management re-
view purposes (see subpart 4.8). The fol-
lowing illustrate the extent to which
quotation or offer information should
be recorded:

(1) Oral solicitations. The contracting
office should establish and maintain
records of oral price quotations in
order to reflect clearly the propriety of
placing the order at the price paid with
the supplier concerned. In most cases,
this will consist merely of showing the
names of the suppliers contacted and
the prices and other terms and condi-
tions quoted by each.

(2) Written solicitations (see 2.101). For
acquisitions not exceeding the sim-
plified acquisition threshold, limit
written records of solicitations or of-
fers to notes or abstracts to show
prices, delivery, references to printed
price lists used, the supplier or suppli-
ers contacted, and other pertinent
data.

(3) Special situations. Include addi-
tional statements—

(i) Explaining the absence of com-
petition if only one source is solicited
and the acquisition does not exceed the
simplified acquisition threshold (does
not apply to an acquisition of utility
services available from only one
source); or

(ii) Supporting the award decision if
other than price-related factors were
considered in selecting the supplier.

(c) Notification. For acquisitions that
do not exceed the simplified acquisi-
tion threshold and for which automatic
notification is not provided through
FACNET, notification to unsuccessful
suppliers shall be given only if re-
quested or required by 5.301.

(d) Request for information. If a sup-
plier requests information on an award
that was based on factors other than
price alone, a brief explanation of the
basis for the contract award decision
shall be provided (see 15.503(b)(2)).

Subpart 13.2—Actions at or Below
the Micro-Purchase Threshold

13.201 General.
(a) Agency heads are encouraged to

delegate micro-purchase authority (see
1.603–3).

(b) The Governmentwide commercial
purchase card shall be the preferred
method to purchase and to pay for
micro-purchases (see 2.101).

(c) Purchases at or below the micro-
purchase threshold may be conducted
using any of the methods described in

VerDate 22<OCT>98 10:17 Nov 06, 1998 Jkt 179192 PO 00000 Frm 00185 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\179192T.XXX pfrm02 PsN: 179192T



190

48 CFR Ch. 1 (10–1–98 Edition)13.202

subpart 13.3, provided the purchaser is
authorized and trained, pursuant to
agency procedures, to use those meth-
ods.

(d) Micro-purchases do not require
provisions or clauses, except as pro-
vided at 32.1103. This paragraph takes
precedence over any other FAR re-
quirement to the contrary, but does
not prohibit the use of any clause.

(e) The requirements in part 8 apply
to purchases at or below the micro-pur-
chase threshold.

13.202 Purchase guidelines.

(a) Solicitation, evaluation of
quotations, and award. (1) To the extent
practicable, micro-purchases shall be
distributed equitably among qualified
suppliers.

(2) Micro-purchases may be awarded
without soliciting competitive
quotations if the contracting officer or
individual appointed in accordance
with 1.603–3(b) considers the price to be
reasonable.

(3) The administrative cost of verify-
ing the reasonableness of the price for
purchases may more than offset poten-
tial savings from detecting instances of
overpricing. Therefore, action to verify
price reasonableness need only be
taken if—

(i) The contracting officer or individ-
ual appointed in accordance with 1.603–
3(b) suspects or has information to in-
dicate that the price may not be rea-
sonable (e.g., comparison to the pre-
vious price paid or personal knowledge
of the supply or service); or

(ii) Purchasing a supply or service for
which no comparable pricing informa-
tion is readily available (e.g., a supply
or service that is not the same as, or is
not similar to, other supplies or serv-
ices that have recently been purchased
on a competitive basis).

(b) Documentation. If competitive
quotations were solicited and award
was made to other than the low quoter,
documentation to support the purchase
may be limited to identification of the
solicited concerns and an explanation
for the award decision.

Subpart 13.3—Simplified
Acquisition Methods

13.301 Governmentwide commercial
purchase card.

(a) The Governmentwide commercial
purchase card is authorized for use in
making and/or paying for purchases of
supplies, services, or construction. The
Governmentwide commercial purchase
card may be used by contracting offi-
cers and other individuals designated
in accordance with 1.603–3. The card
may be used only for purchases that
are otherwise authorized by law or reg-
ulation.

(b) Agencies using the Government-
wide commercial purchase card shall
establish procedures for use and con-
trol of the card that comply with the
Treasury Financial Manual for Guid-
ance of Departments and Agencies
(TFM 4–4500) and that are consistent
with the terms and conditions of the
GSA Federal Supply Service Contract
Guide for Governmentwide Commercial
Purchase Card Service. Agency proce-
dures should not limit the use of the
Governmentwide commercial purchase
card to micro-purchases. Agency proce-
dures should encourage use of the card
in greater dollar amounts by contract-
ing officers to place orders and to pay
for purchases against contracts estab-
lished under part 8 procedures, when
authorized; and to place orders and/or
make payment under other contractual
instruments, when agreed to by the
contractor.

(c) The Governmentwide commercial
purchase card may be used to—

(1) Make micro-purchases;
(2) Place a task or delivery order (if

authorized in the basic contract, basic
ordering agreement, or blanket pur-
chase agreement); or

(3) Make payments, when the con-
tractor agrees to accept payment by
the card.

13.302 Purchase orders.

13.302–1 General.

(a) Except as provided under the un-
priced purchase order method (see
13.302–2), purchase orders generally are
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